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NEGRO   DEVELOPMENT. 


Forty  Years  Ago  and  Now. 

Forty  years  ago,  North  and  South  crossed  sword*  over  the  prostrate  form  of 
the  Negro  slave.  Today,  North  and  South,  .singing  songs  of  peace  and  union,  wel- 
come the  free  Negro  to  participation  in  the  industrial,  commercial  and  educational 
development  of  our  country.  Forty  years  ago,  I  was  a  slave  hoy  responsible  to  my. 
master,  today,  I  am  a  free  man  responsible  to  my  country  and  to  my  God  tor  what 
I  do  with  my  freedom.  Forty  years  auo,  I  could  have  brought  to  you  only  the 
prayers  of  a  few  \egroes  who  could  read,  scattered  here  and  there  over  the  nation, 
but  today,  I  bring  to  you  the  greetings  of  thousands  of  educated,  refined,  cultured 
Negroid,  engaged  in  all  the  professions  and  callings  of  life,  and  three  millions  who 
can  read  and  wiite.  Forty  years  ago,  I  could  have  brought  to  you  only  a  few  thous- 
ands of  dollars  owned  by  my  race  in  the  entire  country;  today,  I  thank  God,  I 
bring  to  you,  in  the  name  of  my  people,  27<»,UU0  homes  and  farm-,  which,  together 
with  other  properly,  reaches  in  value  a  billion  dollars.  Forty  yean  ago,  I  could 
have  brought  to  you  not  a  single  Negro  school  in  the  entire  South;  today,  I  bring 
to  you  20,000  Neeru  school  houses,  30,000  Negro  teachers  and  3,000,000  Negro 
pupil*  treading  beneath  the  Stnrs  and  Stripes,  singing  Freedom's  >ong,  while  the 
earth  quakes  beneath  their  industrious  tread,  and  the  heavens  answer  back  in 
showers  of  blessings. 

Grateful  to  North  and  South. 

Whom  shall  I  thank  for  my  redemption  fr<>m  the  blackness  of  savage  night — 
an  hour  a-  dark  a-  the  brow  of  midnight,  as  black  as  the  hinges  of  hell'  By  the 
ordering  of  some  mysterious  power,  the  South  [mured  into  4,000.000  savages 
industry  and  Christianity,  and  prepared  them  for  the  hlesaed  day  of  freedom. 
Then  by  the  ordering  of  a  utill  more  mysterious  providence,  both  North  and  South 
were  called  upon  to  sacrifice  their  Ije.-t  blood,  spend  billion-  of  treasure  for  the 
freedom  of  those  4,000,000  Christians  brought  up  from  barbarism  through  the 
school  of  slavery.     God  docs  not  pay  a  great  price  fur  small  things,  and  in  His  own 


good  time  He  will  make  it  plain.  I  thank  the  entire  Anglo-Saxon  race  for  my 
contact  with  it.  If  at  some  points  it  was  cruel  and  hard,  at  many  more  points  it 
has  been  helpful  and  uplifting  to  my  people.  I  have  no  bitterness  in  my  heart 
toward  your  race.  I  have  only  blessings  for  you  and  yours.  I  turn  back  only  a 
few  years  to  view  the  resting  place  of  two  noble  men.  Under  yon  wide  spreading 
elm  rest  the  bones  of  my  father  and  by  his  side  rest  the  bones  of  your  father.  The 
ivy  creeps  around  and  clings  to  the  little  marble  slabs  which  mark  their  graves; 
the  yiolet  and  wild  rose  fill  the  air  with  the  aroma  of  peace,  while  the  birds  siug  jn 
subdued  and  mellow  notes.  Peace  reigns  there.  Cursed  be  the  man  who  would 
disturb  the  quietness  of  their  sacred  abode  by  rattling  the  bones  of  hatred  and 
contention;  cursed  be  the  man  who  would  scatter  the  seeds  of  malice  and  strife 
among  the  descendents  of  those  peaceful  slumberers.  I  have  nothing  but  blessings 
for  North  and  South.  Tread  softly,  speak  gently,  whisper  love,  for  a  kind  confed- 
erate master  slumbers  here.  Tread  lightly,  murmur  gently,  whisper  peace,  for  a 
noble  Union  soldier  sleeps  there.  Wake  them  not.  Let  them  dream  on.  Dream 
away  their  differences.  Dream  out  strife.  Dream  in  peace  and  joy.  Dream  in 
union.     Dream  in  a  united  land  dedicated  to  freedom. 

Through  the  Slave  Pen. 

I  came  through  the  Richmond  slave  pen  to  this  platform  upon  whichyl  stand. 
I  do  not  regret  the  hard  struggles  of  my  life  and  the  bitter  experiences  necessary 
to  my  growth;  for  after  all.  adversity  tests  and  develops  man.  It  should  sweeten 
his  nature  and  make  him  sympathize  with  his  fellowmen.  God  sometimes  heaves 
men  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  unfortunate  masses,  as  gold  is  thrown  up,  and 
diamonds  brought  forth  by  volcanic  eruptions.  Let  us  all  who  toil  and  struggle, 
take  heart  and  labor  on.  Be  concerned  about  only  one  thing,  and  that  is,  how  to 
be  a  useful  and  helpful  man  in  the  world.  When  hungry  and  wejiry,  darkness  all 
round  me,  naked  and  bare,  in  the  midst  of  these  trials,  when  a  small  boy,  I  svalked 
forth  one  night,  my  eyes  turned  toward  the  stars  in  heaven,  my  only  witnesses. 
With  tears  flowing  down  my  black  cheeks,  my  little  hand  upraised,  I  promised 
God  that  if  He  would  help  me  to  be  a  man,  I  would  try  to  make  conditions  more 
favorable  for  all  other  little  boys  and  girls  and  young  people  in  the  world.  It  was 
a  great  promise,  but  I  haye  tried  to  keep  it,  without  regard  to  race  or  color.  I 
know  no  better  way  to  show  my  love  to  God  than  to  render  this  service  to  my 
fellowmen. 

Great  Opportunities  in  the  South. 

No  ten  millions  of  people  have  ever  enjoyed  better  chances  for  material 
progress  than  the  ten  millions  of  Negroes  in  the  South  today.  Every  avenue  in 
which  we  are  capable  of  walking  is  open  to  us.  Now  and  then  there  are  excep 
tions,  but  every   Negro  of   the   ten  millions  in  the  South  can  get  work,  can  make 


money,  and  can  save  it.  The  three  great  civilizing,  refining  agencies — the  work- 
shop, the  school  room,  and  t lie  church— are  open  to  ns.  Ten  millions  of  people  in 
the  childhood  of  development  never  hefore  in  all  the  history  of  the  world  stood 
face  to  face  with  so  great  opportunities  and  possibilities,  and  so  few  oppositions,  as 
confront  us  in  the  South  today.  Our  few  troubles  are  only  the  pressures  which 
have  been  found  among  all  people,  necessary  in  all  ages  to  crystalize  racial  tenden- 
cies into  sturdy  character. 

The  Negro  as  a  Tax  Payer. 

The  statement  that  ihe  Negro  is  not  a  tax-payer  is  generally  accepted  as  truth, 
without  a  challenge  from  his  best  friends.  But  is  it  a  fact?  The  Negro  pays 
taxes,  both  d'rectly  and  indirectly.  To  say  that  people  who  do  such  a  large 
per  cent  of  the  agricultural  labor  of  a  country,  paying  rtnt  on  the  lands,  do  not 
pay  taxts,  must  be  proven  by  some  system  of  mathematics  not  yet  invented. 

In  the  whole  country  (census  1890)  the  Negro  occupied  1,500,000  farms  and 
homes.  He  owns  270,000  cf  them.  It  will  be  a  bold  man  who  will  assert  that 
the  renters  of  1.230,000  homes  and  farms  do  not  only  pay  the  tax,  but  the  insur- 
ance and  all  other  charges  upon  such  property.  The  Negri)  pays,  without  a  murmur, 
his  proportion  of  the  pension  tax  for  Ex-Confederates-those grand  men,  who,  leaving  . 
tin  ir  footprints  in  blood  on  the  snow-covered  hills  of  Virginia,  followed  Lee'statter- 
r  i  ,  aimers  down  to  Appomattox.  It  is  not  only  unjust  but  cruel  to  try  to  take 
from  this  young  race  those  honors  which  have  been  so  grandly  achieved  by  honest 
toil.  The  Negro  asks  the  races  in  superior  condition  not  to  stand  in  his  sunshine, 
not  to  misrepresent  him,  but  give  him  a  chance  to  use  his  good  right  arm  in  strik- 
ing for  higher  civilization  —  only  a  chance  to  stand  or  fall  like  other  men. 

Negro  Education  Against  Crime. 

It  is  charged  tha*.  the  nearly  two  hundred  colleges,  academies,  seminaries. 
normal,  and  industrial  schools  scattered  over  the  South  since  the  war  have  not 
made  the  Negro  better.  If  that  is  so,  it  is  unwise  to  dedicate  another  building  to 
the  education  of  the  Negro.  But  the  charge  is  not  true.  Crime  is  not  committed 
because  of  education,  but  because  of  the  lack  of  the  proper  kind  of  education. 
Negro  criminals  are  of  the  most  illiterate,  stupid  and  besotted  element.  They 
come  from  among  that  clas>  which  has  not  yet  been  reached  by  the  process  of 
education  and  true  civilization.  The  while  South  has  acted  admirably,  the  North 
has  given  grandly,  the  Negro  has  done  well  for  himself.  Yet  there  still  hovers 
over  its  a  black  cloud  of  ignorance  which  cannot  be  removed  by  disfranchising  the 
Negro,  rjor  by  any  injustice  or  oppression.  This  nation  must  soon  or  late  adopt 
measures  to  lift  up  its  ignorant  masse-. 

I  am  now  collecting  statistics  by  which  it  is  shown  that  the  larger  per  cent  of 
the  270,000  farms  and  home*  owned  by  Negroes  are  the  property  of  Negroes  who 
can  read  and  write. 


Negro  Education  and  Crime. 

Let  us  examine  Negro  crime  as  shown  by  the  Eleventh  Census: 

Whites.  Negroes. 

In  all  prisons  in  the  United  States 57,310  24,272 

Rate  per  cent,  neither  read  or  write 10.68  54.13 

Rate  of  literacy,  read  and  write 86.58  39.11 

Per  cent  with  trades , 14.70  2.50 

Per  cent  without  trades 67.65  90.41 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Negro  criminal  element  is  about  33  to  10,000  of 
the  Negro  population,  or  24,272  for  the  whole  race  in  the  United  States.  It  is 
admitted  by  all  that  40  per  cent  of  Negro  illiteracy  has  been  wiped  out  since  tree- 
dour,  or  2,800,000  Negroes  out  of  7,000,000  have  learned  to  read  and  write.  Of  the 
24,272  Negro  criminals,  54.13  percent,  or  13,138  can  neither  read  nor  write.  So,  in 
2,800.000  Negroes  who  can  read  and  write  there  are  11,134  criminals  according  to 
government  statistics  kept  by  the  men,  who  make,  construe  and  execute  all  laws  in 
this  country.  Do  these  statistics  justify  the  assertion,  born  of  ignorance  and  often 
promulgated  by  prejudice,  that  education  is  injuring  the  Negro  and  ruining  the 
South? 

The  Compiler  of  the  Eleventh  Census  says:  "Of  Juvenile  Criminals,  the 
smallest  ratio  is  found  among  Negroes" — under  20  years  of  age.  He  further  says 
that  from  20  to  29  years  of  age  the  smallest  ratio  is  among  Negroes 

A  Strong  Industrial  Factor. 

I  am  indebted  to  Hon.  Judson  W.  Lyons,  Register  of  the  United  States 
Treasury,  for  the  following  statistics,  showing  the  wonderful  influence  of  Negro 
labor  in  the  commercial  industries  of  the  world:  More  cotton  is  exported  from 
the  United  States  than  any  other  one  article.  In  the  last  ten  yttars,  30,000,000,000 
pounds  of  cotton,  valued  at  $2,250,000,000,  have  been  exported.  The  United 
States  produces  more  cotton  than  all  the  balance  of  the  world  The  cotton 
manufacturers  of  Great  Britian,  Germany.  Prance,  Belgium  and  Italy  depend 
upon  our  cotton  exports.  Ten  years  ago  $354,000,000  were  invested  in  colton 
manufactories,  employing  221,585  operatives  who  receive  for  wages  $67,489,000 
per  annum.  The  South  produced  from  18*u  to  1890,  620,000,000  bushels  of  corn. 
78,000,000  bushels  of  wheat,  and  97,000,000  bushels  of  oats.  Negroes  perform 
four-fifths  of  the  labor  of  the  South.  Therfore  his  share  of  the  average  annual 
production  in  the  Lst  ten  years  would  be  6,988,000  bales  valued  at  $209,640.00. 
In  the  last  ten  years  the  Negro's  part  of  the  production  of  corn,  wheat,  oats  and 
cotton  was  $431,320,000  per  annum.  The  entire  cotton  acreage  of  the  South  would 
form  an  area  of  40,000  square  miles.  Negro  labor  cultivates  32,000  square  miles 
of  this  space. 


( ient  Icmen,  is  ii  ivi-i'  lor  the  American  Nation  to  under  value  this  great 
w  -alUi-producing  <denicnt  of  its  population?  Should  not  the  law-making  powers  oi 
the  country  encourage,  and  seek  to  settle  and  make  contented  this  vast  wealth 
producing   pi  ople  of  our  land*.' 

The  Negro  Not  a  Lawless  Element. 

The  few  disturbances  and  outbreaks  in  the  South  show  the  wonderful  organic 
force-  m  tin  South.  We  have  here  ten  millions  of  Negroes  and  fifteen  millions 
whites,  and  yet  we  have  probably  in  the  whole  South  only  one  Negro  and  white 
man  in  ten  thousand  who  clash.  The  other  nine  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  rub  against  one  another  every  hour  of  the  day,  in  every  walk  of  life, 
transact  their  business  and  go  on  their  way  in  perfect  friendship.  These  peaceful 
relations  of  the  l*,i)lW  give  a  bolder  prominence  to  the  one  exception  which  is  held 
up,  by  enemies,  as  the  general  rule.  The  love  and  attachment  between  the  races  of 
the  South  are  more  than  wonderful  when  we  consider  the  untiring  efforts  of  busy 
and  meddlesome  enemies  seeking  to  scatter  seeds  of  discord  and  break  up  our  peace. 
We  i'.'.l'.iy  will  -taml  firmly  for  good  will  and  happiness  of  both  races  in  the  South. 
N<»  enemy  shall  take  that  one  sinner  in  ten  thousand  and  disrupt  and  tear  us 
asunder.  We  have  labored  -id  by  side  for  centuries  and  have  never  harmed  each 
oilier.  The  Negro  is  too  often  badly  misrepresented.  It  often  stems  hard  for 
miotheptycople  to  do  him  justice.  Each  race  must  write  its  own  history.  Each 
race  must  interpret  it- own  aspirations. 

Useful  Education. 

1  here  is  much  said  about  the  kind  of  education  needed.  I  have  long  since 
Ween  convinced  that  it  is  not  so  much  wha!  kind  of  education  we  get,  but  what  we 
do  with  that  education.  Any  education,  whether  purely  literary  or  industrial, 
wine  i  is  nit  useful  in  bringing  in  good  feeling  among  all  classes,  and  prosperity 
t"  tile  nation,  should  be  discarded.  The  spirit  which  underlies  the  education 
mean- every  tiling.  There  is  something  higher  than  college  and  work  shop.  All 
1  dueai  i on.  all  training  should  tend  to  inculcate  a  proper  idea  of  racial  development 
in  it"  own  sphere—the  proper  relation  of  the  race. —  love  and  friendship  for  all 
mankind;  without  this  spirit,  the  highest  industrial  or  literary  training  will  breed 
hatred,  strife,  and  death.  No  education  or  training  should  be  given  simply  to 
s'ruggle  against  or  compete  with  our  neighbor,  but  to  labor  with  him  for  the  eom- 
c  on  good.     Thus  will  labor  disorders,  strikes  and  riots  cease. 

Higher  Education. 

It  is  very  unpopular  to  -peak  f,,r  higher  education.  But  no  common  grade  of 
mind  produced  the  achievements  in  art.  science  and  literature  which  welcomed  the 
20th  century.      Hahvloriian    learning    climbed    upon    the    shoulder.-    of     Ethiopian 


mind.  Greece  stood  upon  the  shoulders  of  Babylonian  learning.  Rome  stood  on 
the  shoulders  of  Creek  culture,  there  holJing  aloft  a  torch  which  has  thrown  its 
light  across  twenty  centuries  generating  activities  which  have  burst  forth  in  the 
radiant  glories  of  our  own  times.  No  common  grade  of  mind  produced  the 
thinkers  and  inventors  who  have  blessed  the  human  race.  Train  must  underlie 
everything  in  the  world.  Mind  is  the  fulcrum  upon  which  the  industrial  lever 
rests  that  moves  the  universe.  I  set  no  limitations  upon  mind  attaii  mcnt.  I 
limit  learning  to  do  class,  no  profession.  I  would  pour  into  the  souls  of  tin-  black- 
smith and  carpenter,  farmer  and  merchant,  "The  man  with  tin-  hoe,"  tie-  cook  and 
chambermaid,  into  all  of  <  !<  d's  creatures  eve i\  thing  that  it  Is  po.-.-ible  For  man  to 
know.  I  would  sweeten  toil  by  learning.  I  would  i>rin:_r  peace  to  society  by 
Christian  culture.  I  would  drive  out  strikes,  mobs,  riot-  and  bloodshed  by  the 
exaltation  of  the  'rod  in  man.  I  would  spiritualize  matter.  I  would  not  materialize 
man.  I  would  lift  up  matter.  I  would  not  cast  down  man.  I  would  not  tear 
down  a  single  mountain,  but  I  would  raise  every  valley  to  the  elevation  of  the 
highest  peak  on  earth. 

Weak  and  Mistaken  Policy, 

It  is  a  weak  and  mistaken  policy  which  advocates  meager  provisions  and 
facilities  for  the  training  and  education  of  the  Negro.  It  is  the  educated  timid  and 
the  trained  hand  which  must  make  valuable  our  natural  resources.  Mind  and 
muscle  to  the  river,  mind  and  muscle  to  the  soil,  mind  and  muscle  to  raw  materials, 
mind  and  muscle  to  the  forest,  mind  and  muscle  to  the  waste  place-.  Mind  alone 
gives  life  to  all.  gives  value  to  all,  make- all  blossom  into  fruitage.  The  Nation 
must  treat  the  Negro  fairly,  must  educate  hia  head,  heart  and  hand,  or  buy  Gat- 
tling guns,  drive  him  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  as  the  Indian  i<  being  driven  into 
his  grave,  toward  the  setting  sun.  Since  the  Negro  is  a  recognized  part  of  the 
productive  element  of  this  nation,  it  will  be  well  for  the  nation  to  remember  that 
no  Government  can  ri«e  higher  or  run  faster  than  the  weakest  element  in  it.  It 
would  be  a  sin  for  the  strong  white  man  in  whose  hands  we  are  as  Lilliputians  in 
the  hands  of  brobdingnags  to  do  me  thine,  or  -ay  one  thing.  <>i  insinuate  one 
thing  to  cripple  Negro  education.  Let  the  South  be  proud  of  what  the  North  has 
done  for  Negro  education.  If  it  were  in  my  power.  I  would  select  the  highest 
place  in  the  blackest  South,  and  there  I  would  erect  a  monument  of  the  most  im- 
perishable marble,  with  its  head  far  in  the  azure  depths  above,  to  the  sacred 
memory  of  the  teachers  from  the  North  who.  forsaking  the  comforts  and  civiliza- 
tion of  their  homos,  have  sacrificed  all  for  the  redemption  of  the  South  from  its 
long  night  of  ignorance  and  industrial  stagnation.  Let  the  South  be  proud  of 
what  its  fathers  did  to  raise  four  millions  of  savages  to  ten  millions  of  Christians. 
What  we  are  we  owe  it  nil  to  the  South;  our  ambition,  our  inspiration,  the  directing 
energies  of  our  destiny  are  all  Southern,  breathed  into  us  by  Southern  men. 


The  Servant  Problem 

Tlicr    an-  two  sides  to  the  servant  problem.      Let  us  reason  together  on  it.      I 

hold  •    mi  ii  is  our  duty  to  prepare  ourselves  to  do  competent,  faithful,  satisfactory 

service  of  evi-rv  character  in  the    South;    to    deport    ourselves    with    all    becoming 

,liji,;'v.  _  .  ni  i.chavinr  and  respect  toward  our  employers;  to  go  clean  and  neat;    to 

grow  in  intelligence  and  proficiency  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties.       On  the  othej 

hand,  such    service    demands    the    kindness  and  protection  of  the  employers,  com- 

rs  for  oui  girls  under  the  protection  of  their  mistress;  sufficient    pay 

l<,  uragr  tin   servant  and  to  enable   the    servant    to   get    out    of    his    rag>    and 

-    and    pie-eiit    thai    personal    appearance    so    necessary    to  the  dignity  ami 

make  up  i.|  the  servant  class  of  the  South.        When  the  rights  and  duties    of    both 

eia--e-  an    pi  iperl\  considered  in    the    light    of  justice  and  fairness,  and  each  clasi 

(•■,  to  do  its    dutv.    compl  lint  will  vanish  and  confidence  between  master  and 

-  :  .     .    will  be  established,  Imnestv  will  be  cultivated,  roguery  will  disappear;  and 

id--  peace  and  tranquillity  of  S  mtbern  h   ines  will  be  '"As  the  dew  of  Hermon." 

Negro  Religion  and  Labor. 

'!'   ere  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  South  has  the  most  loyal  and    docile    labor    in 

th.   world-     No  where  on  the  globe  is  such  loyalty  to  employer  found.     The  Negro 

t,,  in-  master  under  all  circu instances.        His  obligation  is  more  sacred  than 

i  .         ti  -.        Would  Iridi  waiters  serve  all  the  world  except  Irishmen?        Would  a 

'i  barb,  r  shave  every  man  except  a  German?       Would  the  American  Indian 

discriminate  against  himself?     Do  you  say  it  i-  cowardice  in   the  Negro?     It  is  not 

„„.      It  is  Negro  religion  which    rises    above    every    worldly   consideration    to    the 

purely    idea!,    spiritual    world    where    there  are   no    races,  parties  or  clans.     This 

elfin   in  in  Nt-gro  nature.  s.o  much  slandered  by  his  white    brother,    is    the    noblest 

ty  in  in;  nkind. 

Blessed  To  Serve. 

We  teach  even  Negro  boy  and  girl  to  work.  We  ask  nothing,  but  a  chance 
lu  work  an  I  to  b<  paid  for  our  work.  We  envy  no  man.  Take  nothing  from  any 
man        We    i<  that    every    honest    Negro  drayman,  servant  girl,  wash-woman, 

mechanic,  hot'd  boy.  barber  who  does  hi-  duty  in  an  intellgent,  competent,  trust- 
worthv  inanm  r  is  a  quei  n  or  prince  among  men.  No  honest  labor  is  dishonorable. 
It  is  more  blessed  to  serve  than  to  be  served  in  any  walk  in  life.  The  servant 
-ii'.'-  hood  and  apron  above  an  honest  heart  and  educated  brain  are  as  honorable 
a<  the  college  cap  an  1  \>  >wn.  I-('t  the  Negro  race  carry  the  pick  in  one  hand  and 
tit-    olive  branch  of     .i-.n  ••  in  the  other 


Nagging  the  Negro. 

The  Negro  leaders  must  go  forth  as  saviors  of  the  masses  of  our  people,  to  pour 
into  them  hope,  industry,  true  Christianity,  enlightenment  of  mind  and  conscience 
ami  above  all,  contentment.  1  regret  that  there  is  an  element  of  white  men  in  this 
country  who  continually  nag  the  Negro.  They  will  do  no  real  harm,  hut  render 
the  uneducated  Negro  unhappy,  discontented,  suspicious,  and  interfere  with  Ids 
effi  leticy  as  a  laborer.  It  unsettles  Negro  labor  and  produces  a  kind  of  stagnation 
in  the  community.  Gentlemen  of  the  convention,  you  can  stop  this  unwise  and 
unjust  treatment  of  your  laboring  class.  We  all  regret  this  condition  of  allairs 
and  we  must  labor  with  the  good  element  of  white  men  which  has  constantly  in- 
creased, both  North  ami  South,  for  the  elevation  of  the  Negro  and  the  true  happi- 
ness of  ?JI  the  people  of  our  American  Republic. 

Any  coward  can  oppress  a  people — -can  be  unfair — but  it  takes  a  brave  man  lo 
treat  all  men  of  whatever  race  and  condition  fairly  and  justly.  Any  other  ideals, 
any  other  treatment  of  men  transmits  to  posterity  a  race  of  moral  weak' ings  and 
cowards.  Teach  every  Negro  boy  and  girl  that  the  salvation  of  life,  the  salvation 
of  everything  in  the  world  is  the  glorious  end  of  education  and  duty.  Then  there 
could  be  no  rare  conflict.  I  would  rather  see  every  Negro,  of  the  ten  million-;  in 
this  country,  driven  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  sink  beneath  it>  waters  with 
spotless  souls,  thin  to  live  with  the  blood  of  human  beings,  with  the  bW>d  of 
another  race  dripping  from  victorious  daggers  in  Negro  hands. 

Study  the  Best  Negro. 

It  is  no  exaggeration  to  sav  thai  not  one  white  man  in  a  hundred  has  studied 
the  better  >i  1>>  of  Negro  life.  Ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  notices  tln't  appear 
ii  i he  public  [> ress  deal  wish  the  evil  side  of  Negro  life.  The  American  white 
man  has  little  conception  of  the  real  progress  made  by  the  Negro  in  the  last  forty 
years.  lie  sees  the  shiftless  dudes  and  criminal  Negro,  hut  rarely  stops  to  note 
thai  intelligent,  industrious,  sober,  earnest,  law  abiding  and  God  fearing  army  of 
Negroes,  3,000,000  strong,  who  are  forgirg  their  way.  step  by  step,  onward  in  the 
face  of  slander  and  attempt)  d  detraction,  to  respectable  citizenship  and  recognition 
in    I  he    world.       The    men    who    know    the  Negro  and  who  have  studied  him  from 

contact  with  his  better  life,  are  the  solid,  substantia)  business  n  of  the   country 

who  are  always  willing  to  testify  to  the  worth  of  my  people.  I  he  politician,  whose 
st <  ck  in  trade  is  in  ]  ro|  ortion  to  his  loud  and  bitter  abuse  of  the  Negro,  is  ignorant 
i  f  the  true  character  ami  progress  of  the  race.       There  would  be  no  Negro  problem 

were  it  imt     for    these  politiciai  s  who  cry  aloud  to  arouse  the  ig 'ant  masses  and 

thereby  rido  info  power  on  popular  prejudice.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  there  is 
a  large  class  of  white  men  throughout  the  South  and  throughout  the  Nation,  who 
in  public  an  1  private  life,  by  word  and  deed,  are  laboring  to  hold  in  check  baneful 
influences  and  generate  healthful  energies  for  the  bel  l-rm  uit  of  th  •  N  -_rro   and  the 


peace  ami  salvation  of  the  government.  They  are  not  ashamed  to  put  their  strong 
arms  around  their  black  brother,  help  him  to  his  feet,  and  fight  back  the  mob  to 
give  him  a  chance  to  stand.  To  these  men,  in  the  humble  and  business  walk  of 
lite,  the  Negro  must  look  for  help,  and  the  Nation  for  salvation. 

The  Negro  a  Fixture. 

Whatever  views  we  may  hold  in  regard  to  the  civilization  and  development  of 
Africa,  however  fondly  we  may  wish  the  repatriation  of  the  Negro  element  in  our 
population,  it  <til!  remains  a  fact  that  the  Negro  is  a  permanent  fixture  in  the 
American  body  politic.  He  will  not  go  out.  He  cannot  be  killed  out.  Ten 
millions  of  people  can  neither  be  removed  nor  destroyed  in  a  day  by  the  snap  of  a 
finger,  nor  the  belching  forth  of  deadly  guns.  We  are  lown  to  hard  work,  trying 
to  make  the  best  <-f  ourselves  that  we  can.  The  masses  of  the  Negro  are  working 
hard,  accumulating  property  and  character,  enriching  the  nation  by  their  indus- 
trious arms  obeying  the  laws,  fighting  for  the  Stars  and  Stripes  and  serving  God, 
and  that  God  will  *hape  for  them  a  grand  and  noble  destiny.  God  has  always 
taken  care  of  these  questions  and  I  believe  He  will  continue  to  do  so. 

"Truth  forever  on  the  scaffold,  wrong  forever  on  the  throne, 

Yet  that  scaffold  sways  the  future,  and,  behind  the  (Jim  unknown, 
^    Standeth  God  within  the  shadow,  keeping  watch  above  His  own." 

Put  Up  Thy  Sword. 

Violence  is  the  argument  of  cowards  and  unwise  people.  Shot  guns  correct 
nothing.  Swords  conquer  nothing.  Those  who  use  the  sword  must  perish  by  it. 
The  Negro  has  the-niost  powerful  weapon  known  to  men.  It  is  the  only  convincing 
argument.  It  is  the  only  weapon  which  brings  lasting  conquest.  It  is  the  sword 
of  the  spirit.  It  is  faith  in  God.  The  Negro  cannot  hope  to  succeed  with  carnal 
armament.  But  with  spiiit  forces  there  is  .10  ocean  which  he  cannot  cross,  no 
Alps  which  he  cannot  scale.  Persecutions  in  time  turn  on  the  persecutor  with  a 
thousand  fold  more  destructive  malignity  than  was  visited  upon  the  persecuted. 
Wronirs  are  like  the  boomerang  and  return  to  those  who  hurl  them  with  more 
deadly  result-  than  tin  y  inflict  upon  the  intended  victim.  No  people  were  ever 
persecuted  down.  They  were  always  persecuted  up.  If  we  have  been  persecuted 
in  this  country,  such  persecution  has  more  than  doubled  our  population  in  thirty- 
eight  year-  and  has  increased  our  material  wealth  by  a  billion  dollars  in  the  same 
time. 

'Let  us  call  tyrants.  TYRANTS,  and  maintain 

That  only  freedom  comes  by  grace  of  God. 

And  all  that  comes  not  by  His  grace  must  fall." 


Forward  Movements. 

Discarding  politics,  and  considering  the  relations  of  the  two  races  in  the  South, 
their  mutual  helpfulness  in  all  the  essential  elements  of  civilization,  the  result*  are 
marvelous  beyond  anything  in  history.  The  contribution  to  Negro  education  and 
religion,  in  proportion  to  the  ability  of  the  -South,  exceeds  that  of  any  other  sec- 
tion of  our  country.  The  North  and  West,  with  limitless  resources,  have  had  a 
hundred  years  of  unbroken  prosperity.  The  South  h;is  been  the  scene  of  conflicts. 
Va9t  armies  have  thundered  over  her,  and  wasted  her  life.  Her  whole  social  and 
commercial  fabric  destroyed.  Yet  out  of  this  wreck  she  hhs  crawled  and  with  the 
new  order  of  things,  promises  more  excellent  development.  In  my  lifetime,  I  have 
seen  in  this  change  of  Southern  affairs,  a  grander  miracle  than  was  enacted  when 
Christ  called  Lazaru9  from  the  grave.  Old  slave  plantations  have  been  turned 
into  industrial  schools  for  the  old  slaves.  Musters'  old  mansions  turned  into 
colleges  for  the  slave3,  and  old  slaves  now  presidents  of  these  colleges.  Normal, 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  represent,  was  once  a  famous  inn,  and  race  track. 
There  stood  the  distillery.  There  stood  the  yrog-shop.  There  stood  the  auction 
block,  whereon  the  Neirro  was  sold.  Today  it  is  one  of  the  largest  Negro  Collegiate 
and  Industrial  Schools  in  the  world,  and  every  man  on  its  board  of  trustees  was 
a  Commissioned  Officer  in  the  Conf -derate  Army. 

The  prophet  has  said  "The  people  that  walked  in  darkness  have  seen  "It  great 
ight.  They  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the  shadow  of  death,  upon  them  hath  the 
light  shined."     All  this  has  taken  place  in  my  day  in   the  South. 

Whatever  lifts  up  the  white  race  in  the  South  must  lift  up  the  Negro  race. 
Breathe  into  the  white  boys  and  girls  of  the  South  intelligence,  justice,  truth, 
mercy  and  industry,  and  the  Negro  will  be  benefited.  Nothing  has  ever  been  in 
my  way  but  ignorance,  either  on  my  own  part,  or  the  part  of  the  other  man. 
There  is  but  one  superiority  and  that  is  the  superiority  of  virture.  That  man  is 
superior  who  does  the  superior  thing  to  lift  mankind  to  superior  conditions  The 
Atlanta  News  in  combatting  a  proposition  to  divide  the  school  fund  between  the 
race.-,  in  proportion  to  taxes  paid  by  each,  exclaims:  '"What  an  attitude  would  we 
occupy  before  the  world  if  we  should  disfranchise  the  illiterate  and  abolish  their 
school*."  The  Nashville  American,  commenting  on  the  portion  taken  bv  the 
News,  says:  "A  very  indefensible  attitude.  1  he  caring  for  the  Negro  rests  with 
the  Southern  white  people.     They  must  school  them  and  give  them  employment." 

"It  Moves,  For  All  That." 

When  by  persecution,  Galileo  was  forced  to  deny  his  doctrine  of  the  movement 
of  the  heavenly  bodies,  he  followed  h'19  recantation  with  these  remarkable  words: 
'It  moves,  lor  all  that."  So  notwithstanding  the  unfair  discussion  of  the  Negro 
question,  notwithstanding  the  foundationless  charges  of  criminality  among  the 
educated    Negro,    th  s  race  moves  just  the  same.      Notwithstanding,  the  doctrine  of 


the  inferiority  of  race,  instead  of  inferiority  of  condition,  the  Negro  race  moves' 
onward-  The  aggregate  Negro  is  viewed  while  the  individual  Negro  is  ignored  in 
making  up  the  popular  verdict  against  the  race.  Let  our  critics  view  the  units  of 
the  race  and  they  will  have  a  better  opinion  of  us.  Let  every  white  man  judge  the 
Negro  by  his  be<t  experience  witli  him  and  not  by  the  worst  which  he  hears  of 
him.  Let  the  question  of  inferiority  and  superiorty  rest.  If  we  do  good  work 
and  sho»v  ourselves  worthy  no  amount  of  injustice  or  detraction  can  keep  us  down 
in  the  end. 

The  Only  Solution. 

"The  solution  of  the  race  problem  does  not  depend  upon  whether  the  Negro 
votes  or  not.  Colleges  cannot  solve  it.  Houses  and  lands  cannot  solve  it.  Wealth 
and  all  the  power,  ease  and  comfort  which  it  brings  may  aggravate  it.  If  the 
Negro  remains  in  this  country,  the  race  question  can  !>e  settled  only  by  9ach  race 
understanding  its  relation  to  the  other  and  each  knowing  its  place  and  each 
keeping  its  place.  The  solution  of  the  race  problem  does  not  mean  social  equality 
between  the  races,  but  it  does  mean  that  the  American  public  must  do  justice  to 
the  Negro  of  merit.  The  solution  of  the  race  problem  does  not  mean  the  triumph 
of  one  race  over  another.  It  does  not  necessarily  mean  the  measuring  of  industrial 
and  literary  capacities.  It  does  not  mean  comparison  of  racial  endurance  and 
racial  possibilities,  but  it  does  mean  peace  and  mutual  helpfulness  between  the 
races.  If  this  is  not  to  be  the  result  of  discussion  and  present  educational  effort, 
then  our  civilization  is  a  failure  and  our  Christianity  a  farce.  If  every  white  man 
in  the  land  would  say  all  the  good  things  he  can  about  every  black  man  in  the 
land  and  do  all  the  good  things  he  can  for  every  black  man  in  the  land,  and  every 
black  man  in  the  land  would  say  all  the  good  things  he  can  about  every  white 
man  in  the  land  and  do  all  the  good  things  he  can  for  every  white  man  in  the  laud, 
the  race  question  with  all  its  concomitant  evils  would  disappear  before  God's 
sunshine  of  peace,  good  will  and  prosperity  forever. 


